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Dear Reader,
Welcome to our curated catalogue of classic literature, a timeless 
collection that spans the diverse realms of fiction, non-fiction, 
and children’s books. 

These works, each a testament to the enduring power of the 
written word, offer readers a unique journey through the annals 
of human thought, imagination, and experience.

In the realm of fiction, we present a selection of novels and 
stories that have shaped the literary landscape in Sweden. From 
the profound insights of Nobel Prize Winner Harry Martinson 
and the intricate narratives of Wilhelm Moberg to the captivating 
words of Göran Tunström. These works invite readers to explore 
the depths of human emotion.

Our non-fiction offerings encompass a rich tapestry of know-
ledge and reflection. Here, readers will find the spectacular floras 

and faunas such as the works by Bo Mossberg and The Bird Guide. 
Each book serves as a cornerstone of its genre.

For our younger readers, the children’s section is a treasure 
trove of stories that have enchanted and educated young readers 
for generations. From the timeless tales of Ulf Nilsson to the 
 imaginative journeys of Maria Gripe, these books provide enter-
tainment that resonates through the years.

The classics collected within this catalogue are more than just 
books; they are cultural monuments that continue to shape and 
inspire our world. We invite you to immerse yourself in the rich 
legacy of classic Swedish literature, where every page turned is a 
step into a world of wisdom, wonder, and timeless beauty.

Happy reading!
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Vilhelm Moberg 
Vilhelm Moberg (1898–1973) was a Swedish author, playwright, 
historian, and public debater. During his 45-year-long career, 
Moberg published works such as The Emigrants (Utvandrarna), 
Unto a Good Land (Invandrarna), The Settlers (Nybyggarna)  
and The Last Letter Home (Sista brevet till Sverige). The stories 
about the family who left Sweden on a dangerous oversea journey, 
when subsistence farming could no longer provide for the family’s 
future. Stories that is just as relevant today as when they were 
first published. 

Unto a Good Land
When Karl Oskar and Kristina 
arrive in New York, they meet a 
country that welcomes them with 
open arms. Immediately they begin 
the long journey to Minnesota in 
the USA, where they will build their 
new home. Their traveling compa-
nions from Ljuder parish continue 
being company and security.

As part two of ‘The Emigrant’ 
series, The Immigrants was first 
published in 1952.

The Settlers
For the second time, Karl Oskar  
and Kristina build a home, but this 
time it is in a new country and on 
a new continent. Together they 
struggle with the new farm and 
build a new community with their 
neighbors, a life filled with both  
joy and setbacks.

The Emigrants
The Emigrants is the first part of 
Vilhelm Moberg’s large ‘Emigrant’ 
epic about Kristina, Karl Oskar, 
Robert, Arvid and everyone else 
in the parish of Ljuder. After many 
years of famine and other hardships 
in a poverty-stricken Sweden, they 
decide to emigrate to the United 
States for a more tolerable life, and  
an arduous journey begins.

Vilhelm Moberg wrote straight 
into the Swedish people’s soul with 
his ‘Emigrant’ epic. The Emigrants 
was first published in 1949 and has 
been read and loved ever since. The 
series has also lived on through both 
Jan Troell’s acclaimed films and 
Björn Ulvaeus and Benny Anders-
son’s acclaimed musical Kristina 
från Duvemåla. December 2021  
a new film adaptation, directed by  
Erik Poppe, premiered. 

The Emigrants-series
Recent Sales
Arabic, Finnish, Danish, 
Norwegian, English

Previous Translations
Albanian, Czech, Dutch,  
Estonian, French, German, 
Hungarian, Icelandic, Latvian, 
Polish, Slovenian, Spanish

Fiction
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Eyvind Johnson
Eyvind Johnson (1900–1976) was a Swedish author and writer 
regarded today as the great reformer of modernist novel writing 
in Sweden. His prolific authorship depicts individual, moral,  
social and political issues. Among his most known works are  
The Days of his Grace (Hans nådes tid), Return to Ithaca 
(Strändernas svall) and the Krilon trilogy. He was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Literature in 1974 together with Harry Martinson.

The Days of his Grace
Eyvind Johnson is one of the great 
storytellers from the twentieth 
century, in Swedish literature. His 
rich and varied body of work ”serves 
the great purpose of showing how 
people of all times have endured and 
survived – how the winding course 
of history is both whimsical and 
wayward. But somehow, mankind 
still finds a sense of purpose in this 
messy world where it has ended up.  
It finds that quest holy, along with 
the love it finds in the midst of it all.

Krilon Trilogy 
During the war and the oppressive 
Swedish silence, Eyvind Johnson 
wrote the great series of resistance 
about Johannes Krilon; one book a 
year for three years: Group Krilon 
1941, Krilon’s journey in 1942 and 
Krilon himself in 1943. 

In whimsical allegorical garb 
and a vividly drawn Stockholm as a 
backdrop, the events of the war are 
depicted through a small group of 
chatting Stockholmers. Freedom of 
the press and freedom of speech was 
under threat. Johnson used among 
other things, his novel as camou-
flage for reports on the Nazi terror 
in Norway as a consequence of the 
Swedish newspapers whom covered 
the story were cancelled. 

Return to Ithaca 
In Return to Ithaca Eyvind Johnson  
uses the ancient story of Odysseus, 
but lets his hero be fully human.  
A doubting hero with broad shoul-
ders, a crooked smile, and war-
scarred hands. The weary warrior 
and traveller Odysseus who dreams 
of a land where people know nothing 
of weapons or ships but simply culti- 
vate the earth, is as relevant now  
as in ancient days. Questions of 
power, law, violence and the indivi
dual’s responsibility are given a 
timeless form. 

Sharp-eyed portraits of the 
waiting Penelope and her son 
Thelemakos are interwoven with 
the depiction of Odysseus’ journey 
back to Ithaca into a broad and 
powerful story of human powerless-
ness and hopefulness.

Days of his Grace 
Recent sales
Portuguese

Previous Translations
Czech, Danish, English,  
Estonian, Finnish, French,  
Italian, Croatian, German, 
Hungarian, Norwegian, Polish, 
Serbian, Slovenian, Turkish

Krilon Trilogy
Previous translations
Danish, Norwegian

Return to Ithaca
Previous translations
Arabic, Czech, Danish, English, 
Finnish, French, German, 
Greek, Hungarian, Latvian, 
Norwegian, Polish, Romanian, 
Russian, Serbian, Slovenian, 
Slovak, Turkish
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Harry Martinson
Harry Martinson (1904–1978) is widely regarded as one of the 
greatest authors in the Swedish literary canon for his works, 
including Aniara, Flowering Nettles (Nässlorna blomma) and  
The Road (Vägen till klockrike). As one the foremost Swedish 
proletarian writers, his early works revolve around his own child-
hood and coming-of-age. In both poetry and prose, Martinson 
undulates between detailed observations and vertiginous cosmic 
perspectives. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature  
in 1974 together with Eyvind Johnson.

Aniara 
Recent Sales 
Dutch, German, Meänkieli

Previous translations 
Arabic, Czech, Danish, English, 
Esperanto, Estonian, Finnish, 
French, Hebrew, Italian,  
Japanese, Norwegian, Polish, 
Russian, Simplified Chinese, 
Spanish, Vietnamese

Flowering Nettles 
Recent Sales
Simplified Chinese

Previous Translations 
Arabic, Bosnian, Curdish, Czech,  
Danish, English, Finnish, French, 
German, Hungarian, Islandic, 
Norwegian, Romanian, Russian, 
Simplified Chinese, Spanish

The Road 
Recent Sales
Icelandic

Previous Translations 
Danish, Dutch, English,  
Estonian, French, Icelandic, 
German, Hungarian, Latvian, 
Norwegian, Polish, Russian, 
Serbian, Slovenian

Aniara
A book-length, epic, science fiction 
poem. It is at once a warning of des-
pair in the age of nuclear weapons 
and ecological threats. It’s perhaps 
the most complete expression of 
Martinson’s lifelong project to show 
us man’s attempts to see himself 
and, his role, in Creation. 

Flowering Nettles
Even to this day, Flowering Nettles 
is an exceptionally upsetting read
ing experience about the parish boy  
Martin Tomasson. His fate as a child  
on the farms where he is accorded 
and his loneliness which is almost 
abysmal. However, Martin is stub-
born, and he is convinced that he 
will prevail. His indomitable will to 
survive and see nothing but the light 
in the darkness surrounds his life 
will carry him through.

The Road
Bolle has two ambitions: first, to 
escape from his Father’s tobacco 
business and become a musician; 
and secondly, to go to America. 
Through chance, Bolle is sent on 
an adventure, and his dreams is 
replaced with a life as a wanderer. 
Through thick coniferous forest, 
and ice cold lakes Bolle wanders 
and tries to live his life, and follows 
what’s supose to be a life in complete 
freedom.
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Dag Hammarskjöld
Dag Hammarskjöld (1905–1961) was a Swedish economist, 
lawyer and diplomat. He were Secretary-General of the United 
Nations from 1953 until his sudden death in a plane crash in 1961. 
After his death, a manuscript was found in his New York apart-
ment, which was published under the title Markings (Vägmärken) 
in 1963. It has since become a classic, translated into 20 languages, 
and several stanzas and sections have been arranged to music. 

Recent Sales
Catalan, Danish, Slovenian

Previous Translations
Dutch, English, Finnish,  
German, Greek, Hungarian,  
Italian, Japanese, Latvian, 
Malayam, Norwegian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Serbian, Simplified 
Chinese, Slovak, Spanish

Markings
After Dag Hammarskjöld’s death 
in September of 1961, a manuscript 
was found at his residence in New 
York. It was entitled Markings.  
In an enclosed letter he called the 
notes for “a kind of ‘clean slate’ 
concerning my negotiations with 
myself – and with God.”

Today, Dag Hammarskjöld’s  
book is a classic. After its publica-
tion in 1963, Markings has been 
translated into a number of lang-
uages – and new readers continue 
to find their way to one of Swedish 
literature’s most original thinkers.
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Famous Men that have 
Visited Sunne 
This is the last novel published 
during Göran Tunströms lifetime 
and won the August Prize in 1998. 
Swedish, as well as international, 
celebrities appear in the town of 
Sunne during a week in September 
in the 60´s, and take part in the story. 
This is about space, the human soul, 
the ridiculous and the magnificent, 
the sacred and the profane, dreams 
and shortcomings.

The Christmas Oratorio
Recent Sales
Serbian, Ukranian

Previous Translations 
Czech, Danish, Dutch, English  
US, Estonian, Faroese, Finnish, 
French, German, Greek,  
Hungarian, Icelandic, Italian, 
Latvian, Lituanian, Macedonian, 
Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, 
Romanian, Russian, Spanish

The Thief
Previous Publications
Czech, Danish, Dutch, English, 
Estonian, Finnish, French, 
German, Hungarian, Icelandic, 
Italian, Norwegian, Romanian

Famous Men that have  
Visited Sunne
Previous Translations
Danish, Dutch, Finnish, French, 
German, Hungarian, Italian,  
Norwegian, Romanian

The Christmas Oratorio
In Sunne, everyone has once again 
gathered to perform Bach’s brilliant 
Christmas Oratorio. From there, the 
story expands: it spans over three  
generations, begins in the thirties 
and ends today. The plot moves 
between Värmland and its geogra
phical opposite – New Zealand. 
Throughout the novel, with all its 
imaginative events and people, 
Sidner Nordensson’s search for 
balance between the inevitable 
sorrow and the healing power of 
love, moves like a red thread.

The Theif
In Sunne, Värmland, chubby Ida 
Pripp meets lazy Fredrik Jonson 
Lök and is enchanted, seduced, 
and humiliated. Twelve children 
are born in the house on Torvnäs, 
however The Thief is foremost 
the story of Johan, the thirteenth 
child born in the house and his 
life’s journey to Uppsala, the city of 
knowledge and loneliness, and to 
Ravenna in search of the mystery 
of the Silver Bible. It’s also about 
Johan’s lifelong love for his cousin 
Hedvig who takes him far away.  
In time and space, but never leads 
him astray.

Göran Tunström
Göran Tunström (1937–2000) has long been recognised as one of 
the most important Swedish writers of the twentieth century,  
with widely known works such as The Christmas Oratorio 
(Juloratoriet), The Letter from the Wilderness (Ökenbrevet), and 
Famous Men that have Visited Sunne (Berömda män som varit  
i Sunne). He has reached and touched a wide audience of readers, 
both in Sweden and abroad. As a reviewer at Skånska Dagbladet 
put it: ‘He captures man’s shortcomings, with unfailing precision, 
in the face of the only thing with real substance in life – uncondi-
tional love’.
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Stig Claesson
John Stig Claesson (1928–2008), more commonly known under 
his signature Slas, was a Swedish author, illustrator, and artist. 
As a young man, he travelled through post-war Europe, and his 
published works straddle the frontier between reportage and 
fiction. Notable works such as Who Loves Yngve Frej (Vem älskar 
Yngve Frej), Palm leaves and roses (På palmblad och rosor) and 
Walking in the Sun (En vandring i solen). All three books have also 
been adapted for film.

Who loves Yngve Frej 
Yngve Frej was an angry soldier  
who died at the beginning of the 
century. Of his cabin, only a pile of 
stones remains. A shoemaker in the 
neighbourhood, Gustafsson, starts 
to show it as an ancient monument 
for tourists and it becomes a 
touching confrontation between 
a people of a new age and the old 
people in the depopulation corner.

Who loves Yngve Frej is an 
unforgettable depiction of the dis
appearing old-fashioned life in  
rural Sweden.

Palm Leaves and Roses
”As soon as he saw the bitch he 
decided to destroy her. He did not 
know why. He just decided to kill 
her, maybe because the bitch looked 
like she was waiting for him to do 
just that. Just because the bitch 
thought he was going to strangle her 
he thought he should do it. Maybe 
that’s why. He had scared the bitch. 
But she had scared him first. The 
bitch was lying down on a sofa in the 
chamber and he had not seen her the 
first time he had walked through the 
small room. Perhaps the woman had 
been asleep then. Now she was not 
asleep. She lay looking at him with 
big brown frightened eyes and he 
wanted to kill her. I’m here with a 
cord, he said.

Walking in the Sun
He was eighty-one years old and was 
called Tore Andersson. He weighed 
seventy kilos and he had blond hair 
and blue eyes and he was forty-three 
years old. He looked very Swedish 
and he was also Swedish. He was 
both a notherner and from Stock-
holm at at the same time. On the bed 
he did not use, was a travel type
writer. He had literary ambitions. 
He had long legs but no one had 
asked him to walk the Presidential 
Avenue neither east nor west as he 
did, but he had been told to drink a 
lot of mountain water. He had also 
been told to eat regularly and sleep. 
The tour leader was called Marion. 
She was a twenty-five-year-old 
blonde and beautiful Norwegian 
and she had asked if she could help 
with something. He had had told her 
to go to hell.

Who Loves Yngve Frej 
Recent Sales
German

Previous Translations
Bulgarian, Czech, Danish,  
English, Estonian, French,  
Italian, Norwegian, Polish,  
Slovenian, Russian

Palm Leaves and Roses 
Previous Translations
Danish, Lithuanian, German, 
Norwegian, Polish

Walking in the Sun
Previous Translations 
Danish, English, Norwegian



Illustrated  
Non-Fiction



11

Authors
Roine Magnusson is nature’s very 
own studio photographer. He was 
the photographer for the August 
Prize nominated Close to Birds, and 
has also photographed cows and 
trees in his unique style, exploring 
their individual personalities.

Mats and Åsa Ottosson are both 
journalists and writers with a close 
relationship to nature. Together 
with nature photographer Roine 
Magnusson, they’ve written several 
books including the acclaimed 
Closte to Birds (August Prize nomi-
nated 2017) and Kor – a love story 

Close to Birds
Not a single other wild creature comes as close to us or can warm 
our hearts, arouse our curiosity and make our pulses rise as much 
as birds.

Close to Birds presents the birds around us as never before. 
Roine Magnusson – nature’s own studio photographer – has taken  
pictures that don’t just illustrate every feather in sharp detail, 
but also reveal the character of every species, perhaps even each 
individual.

We are not trying to understand why bird-watchers are interes
ted in rare birds, write the authors Mats and Åsa Ottosson. We are 
more curious as to why almost everyone is touched by everyday 
bird experiences: a robin’s gaze, the way a great tit taps on the win-
dow to tell you that the bird feeder is empty and the white markings 
of a gull against the summer skies. Why birds?

You’ll find the answer in a longer text that unites biology and 
poetry, and in about thirty shorter texts that give a closer presen-
tation of a selection of birds together with personal accounts of 
why each bird is so irresistible.

Close to Birds was nominated for the August Prize when 
released in 2017.

(Pandabook of the Year 2012). They 
all have long-standing professional 
relationships with both practi-
tioners and researchers and have 
interviewed hundreds of people 
about what experiences with nature 
can mean for our health.

Original Title Nära Fåglar
Authors Roine Magnusson,  
Mats Ottosson, Åsa Ottosson
Format 220 x 235 mm
Pages 240
Publication Date September 2017
Rights Sold English, Finnish, 
German, Norwegian
Previous Translation Dutch
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The Bird Guide
Lars Svensson, b. 1941, is an ornithologist and author and one  
of Sweden’s most respected bird connoisseurs. He is a highly 
regarded lecturer on birds and has previously led trips for bird 
enthusiasts. Lars has collected bird sounds since 1970s and has 
written many appreciated books on birds through out the years.

Dan Zetterström b. 1954 is known as one of the foremost bird 
artists in the world and is an acknowledged field ornithologist.  
He has illustrated several books on birds and has travelled  
extensively to gathered first-hand experience of virtually every 
species covered in The Bird Guide.

Killian Mullarney b. 1958 is one of the leading bird artists today 
and an acknowledged expert in field identification. He is frequ-
ently consulted in questions about species and identification all 
over the world.

Lars, Dan, and Killian, are all well-travelled and globally renow-
ned ornithologists. The Bird Guide is the result of close collabora-
tion over the years.

KM

scaly pattern with 
solidly dark feather centres. 

VOICE  Nearly mute, 
has only low grunting 
sounds, ventriloquial  
‘vech’  and sim ilar. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Calidris subruficollis V* 
L 18–20 cm. Breeds in N America. Occurs annually in Brit-
ain & Ireland, often appearing in small groups. Often seen 
on short-grass fields ( pasture, a irfields, go lf  co urses) bu t 
also on pools and mudflats on seashores. 

IDENTIFICATION  Dunlin-sized wader preferring dry or short-
grass terrain. Like small juvenile o Ruff, but bill shorter, 
 finer, straighter and black (Ruff ’s usually pale-based); head 
and underparts more uniform sandy-buff, with neat dark-
streaked cap and black eye prominent on plain face; breast-
sides neatly spotted; and legs mustard-yellowish. In flight 
resembles miniature Golden Plover, shows no white above and 
has white underwing with dark crescent on primary-coverts. 
Adult has broadly pale-edged scapulars and plainer wing-
coverts, whereas juvenile has neat and uniform scaly upper-
parts with intricately patterned wing-coverts. 

VOICE  Usually silent; low, muffled, monosyllabic  ‘gerf ’.

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos V* 
L 19–23 cm, WS 38–44 cm. Breeds in N America, NE 
 Siberia. Commonest American vagrant to Britain & Ireland, 
most records Sep–Oct; in rest of Europe often in May. 

IDENTIFICATION  Slightly larger than Dunlin, with rather 
short, slightly decurved pale-based bill; general shape and 
flight pattern recall small Ruff, particularly when alert and 
adopts erect stance with neck stretched. In all plumages, has 
sharply demarcated gorget of streaks coming to point in 
centre of  breast (belly thus unmarked), and pale legs tinged 
yellowish (at times more grey-green). – Adult summer: Like 
juvenile, but rusty fringes and white Vs less prominent or 
lacking, less neat scaly pattern especially on worn wing- 
coverts, and supercilium less prominent. a has coarsely 
mottled, not neatly streaked, breast-band. – Adult winter 
(extremely rare in Europe): Grey-brown above, with dark 
feather centres more diffuse than on juvenile. – Juvenile: 
Upperpart feathers blackish-centred with rufous fringes, 
forming neat scaly pattern; white mantle- and scapular-Vs 
usually prominent; creamy, finely streaked supercilium. 

VOICE  Flight-call a short, trilling, slightly throaty  ‘krrrt’, 
a little like that of Curlew Sandpiper (or Baird’s) but deeper.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata V** 
L 17–21 cm. Breeds in E Siberia. Rare vagrant to Britain & 
Ireland. European records in May and Jul–Sep. 

IDENTIFICATION  Resembles Pectoral Sandpiper, but in all 
plumages lacks its distinctive breast pattern, has whiter super-
cilium (esp. behind eye) against clear-cut rustier cap and 
more prominent white eye-ring. – Adult summer: Streaked 
upper breast, with variable but usually extensive dark chev-
rons (or arrowheads) on breast-sides, flanks and undertail-
coverts. – Adult winter: Streaked breast, extending as streaks 
or chevrons (arrowheads) onto flanks and undertail-coverts 
(where streaks, if  any, are very few and fine on Pectoral). 
– Juvenile: Usually strong orange-buff  wash on breast, with
streaking confined to thin necklace across upper breast; cap
brighter, more fiery-rufous than on Pectoral, with clear white
supercilium very prominent, especially behind eye. 

VOICE  Flight-call a very distinctive mellow, plaintive,
rather subdued  ‘wheep’  or  ‘pleep’, often doubled or repeated 
several times; can recall Barn Swallow. 

W A D E R S  161160 W A D E R S

Ruff Calidris pugnax mB5 / P+W4 
a L 29–32, WS 54–60 cm, o L 22–26 cm, WS 46–49 
cm. A common European breeder. Breeds on taiga 
bogs, in marshes and pools on mountainsides and tundra, 
and in wet grass meadows at  lakesides or seashores. 
Summer visitor, winters mainly in Africa; on passage and 
in winter frequents marshes, shallow pools, estuaries, 
ploughed and stubble fields. Usually seen as a few or 
in smaller parties, but in spring at favoured sites can 
occur in very large flocks. aa display in communal lek 
on traditional arenas, which oo visit for mating. Arena, 
com monly used by c. 5–20 aa, open grassy patch, often 
with bare soil on favourite spots, c. 1 m apart. Display 
silent,  involves wing-flutter, short jumps, crouching 
with ruff  erected, brief fluttering attacks on ri-vals with 
bill, legs or wings, sudden erect stance, or forward-bent 
stance with ruff raised and drooped wings and tail. 

IDENTIFICATION  Marked sexual size difference: aa 
(Ruffs) considerably larger than oo (Reeves). Largest aa 
slightly bigger and bulkier-bodied than Redshank; smallest 
oo only slightly larger-bodied than Dunlin (but with 
longer neck and legs). Small-headed/large-bodied look, 
rather long neck (when not hunched), and medium-length 
bill which, unlike some confusion species, is slightly curved, 
give rather distinc-tive shape which is especially useful 
for identifying some immatures or o plumages that are 
otherwise confusingly variable in pattern, bare-part 
colours and size. Frequent habit (shared only with 
Black-tailed Godwit) of  slightly raising mantle-feathers 
when feeding, appearing as loose, pointed ‘crest’ at top of  
back. Wingbeats subtly deeper and slower than other 
small or medium-sized waders, giving rather distinctive 
lazier flight action; often long glides before alighting. Thin, 
indistinct light wing-bar but bold white oval patch on each 
side of  uppertail. Bill and leg colour variable: some non-
breeding aa with bright orange bill-base and legs easily 
confused with Redshank (p. 164), but shape dif-ferent, 
and upperparts largely scaly (with some coarse bars at rear), 
not largely plain (with some fine barring and  
spotting). – Adult summer: Display-plumage of a has 
erect able crest and ruff in variable combinations of  plain or 
coarsely barred black, deep rufous, orange or white; 
worn only in May–Jun and rarely seen away from 
breeding areas; bill, warty skin on face, and legs usually 
orange. o brown, variably mottled or boldly spotted with 
black; typically, bill all dark but legs orange or dull red 
(rarely brown or greyish-green). – Adult winter: Sexes 
similar except for size. Bare parts usually duller and 
darker. a has no crest, ruff  or bare skin on face (but pale 
feathering at bill-base). Rather plain pale grey-brown, but 
some are more whitish on head and neck; tertials and 
large scap ulars diffusely pale-fringed or coarsely barred 
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(Eurasian) Hoopoe Upupa epops P5
L 25–29 cm (incl. bill 4–5), WS 44–48 cm. Breeds in farm-
ing districts and open, grazed country with copses, hedges 
and bushes; often seen in vineyards and orchards. Summer 
visitor (mostly end Apr–Sep), winters in Africa. Spends 
much time on ground, and needs some short-grass or bare 
areas for feeding (food mostly worms, insects). Wary (but 
not exactly shy), keeps a certain distance from man. Nests in 
hole in tree, stone wall, nestbox, house foundations.

IDENTIFICATION  One of  the most striking and distinctive 
birds of the whole region: buffy-pink with black- and white-
striped, broadly rounded wings, and crown with an erectile 
crest like Indian chief’s (though normally raised only mo-
mentarily on landing, otherwise rarely). Bill long, narrow, 
slightly decurved. Tail black with broad white band. Flight 
flappy and rather unsteady with short undulations, hint of  
gliding, and uneven rhythm, often low over ground. Moves 
energetically and jerkily on ground, like a starling.

VOICE  When agitated and excited a high, noisy ‘scheer’  
with traits of  Collared Dove and distant Black-headed Gull. 
Also a dry rolling ‘cherrr’ in mate/brood-feeding and other 
situations. Song a trisyllabic hollow, muffled ‘oop-oop-oop’, 
repeated several times; weak at close range yet carries.

KINGFISHERS Alcedinidae
Small and medium-sized, compact birds with proportionate-
ly large head and bill, short neck and small legs. Most live by 
water and are accomplished in plunge-diving for fish.

(Common) Kingfisher Alcedo atthis rB4
L 17–19½ cm (incl. bill c. 4). Breeds at small and moder ate-
sized fish-rich slow-flowing rivers with some trees and suita-
ble nesting banks; occasionally lakes; also estuaries and 
coasts in winter. Perches motionless on lookout for small 
fish, caught following vertical dive. Also hovers occasionally 
when scanning. Rather shy and restless. Excavates nest in 
sandy bank, a good metre-long tunnel leading to nest 
 chamber, where young are reared on bed of  piled fish bones.

IDENTIFICATION  A small, plump, short-tailed and short- 
legged bird with big head and disproportionately long bill. 
Perches upright. Beautifully bright colours: crown and 
wings greenish-blue (look more greenish from some angles 
depending on how light falls), back and tail bright blue 
(shifting from azure to cobalt!), underparts and cheek patch 
warm orangey brownish-red, throat and a patch on neck-side 
snow-white. Despite this display of  colour, can be difficult to 
pick out if  perched motionless in shadow on a waterside 
branch. More often noted as it flies straight and fast, low 
over water, calling. Sexes similar, but in breeding pairs a 
has all-black bill and o reddish base to lower mandible.

Legs light red. – Juvenile: Like adult, but plumage some-
what duller and greener. Legs greyish.

VOICE  Normal call, often given in flight, is a short, sharp 
whistled ‘zii’, sometimes with afternote, ‘zii-ti’, and in 
 excitement repeated in brief  series. Song, seldom heard, a 
simple series of call-like notes in jerky, irregular rhythm.

White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis —
L 26–30 cm (incl. bill c. 6). Unlike its relatives not strictly 
tied to water but can be seen among trees in drier farmland, 
in palm groves and in town parks, sometimes even in pure 
forest with smallish glades. Usually, however, lives near wa-
ter. Takes fish, am phibians, lizards, insects.

IDENTIFICATION  The size of  a large thrush. Vivid colours 
make it unmistakable, with head, belly, flanks and lesser 
coverts chestnut-brown, throat and upper breast pure white, 
back, uppertail and most of  upperwings blue-green. Bill 
coral-red. In flight, gleaming sky-blue primary patches 
above and large white wing panels below. – Juvenile: Some-
what duller, and white breast often with fine dark vermicu-
lation. Bill yellow-brown or orange with darker tip.

VOICE  Very noisy and loud, its voice can dominate a local-
ity. The alarm is a croaky, metallic series, ‘krix krix krix-ix...’. 
Song a very loud and aggravatingly repeated rapid trilling 
whistle, dropping in pitch and sounding indignant and 
bleating, ‘ti-ti-tü-tü-tu-tu-...’, often delivered from top of  a 
tall eucalyptus tree.

Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon V*** 
L 31–34 cm. Very rare vagrant from N America. Recorded 
e.g. in Britain, Iceland, Ireland and Netherlands.

IDENTIFICATION  Large and powerful. Upperparts lead-grey 
with a white collar. Breast white with either a grey band (a) 
or both a grey and a rufous band (o). Elongated crown- and 
nape-feathers can be erected, then forming straggly crest.

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis —
L 25–27 cm (incl. bill c. 5). Breeds at rivers, lakes, river
mouths, canals and fishponds; also on coasts, where it may 
be seen hovering a fair way out above the surf. Resident.

IDENTIFICATION  Large and lively. Hovers and perches in open, 
easy to see. Plumage is entirely black and white. Underparts 
white, a has two black bands across breast and o one. White 
supercilium between black crown and black eye-stripe. Tail 
fairly long, white with black centre and terminal band.
Outer wing black with white primary-base patches. Bill black.

VOICE  Loud, sharp and chirpy whistled notes, often de-
livered at furious tempo and without any clear pattern (can 
recall Great Snipe display) but now and then crystallizing 
into a rhythmic ‘titi-tütt-titteritt’.
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The Bird Guide
First published in 1999, The Bird 
Guide is considered one of the best 
in its field globally, with its detailed 
descriptions of around 1,000 species 
in Europe, North Africa and parts of 
the Middle East. It is the indisputa-
ble companion for birdwatching and 
an unbeatable encyclopaedia for 
those who prefer to stay at home.  
A must for bird enthusiasts at all le-
vels, as indispensable as binoculars.

Updated editions have been pub- 
lished in 2009 and 2022 with the 
latest developments in the area and 
new updated texts, illustrations and  

redesigns. The third edition con
tains over 4,500 beautiful illustra-
tions to present a wide array of 
species in their varying guises due 
to gender, age, season, and distribu
tion. Arrows and captions highlight 
important features, and the many 
pictures show birds in their typical 
environments. The educational 
texts outline the size, choice of 
habitat, characteristics, variations 
and sound of each species. Symbols 
indicate how common or rare the 
species are, and clear maps show 
distribution during breeding, migra- 
tion, and wintering.

The different editions on The 
Bird Guide have been published in 
over 20 countries and sold more 
than 1.4 million copies worldwide.

FÅGLARNA
BILD, BILDTEXTER

KILLIAN MULLARNEY
DAN ZETTERSTRÖM
TEXT, KARTOR

LARS SVENSSON

ALLA EUROPAS
OCH MEDELHAVS-
OMRÅDETS
FÅGLAR I FÄLT

BONNIER FAKTA

The Birds
The Birds are a magnificent coffee 
table version of the acclaimed field 
manual The Bird Guide, which is 
considered to be one of the world’s 
best handbooks of birds for both be-
ginners and experienced watchers 
across Europe. The format of this 
edition is more than twice the size 
of the field manual to accommodate 
and show the exquisite and detailed 
watercolours, but the content is  
the same. 

Original Title Fågelguiden 
/Fåglarna 3:e utgåvan
Authors Lars Svensson, Dan 
Zetterström, Killian Mullarney 
Format 135 x 194 mm
/215 x 310 mm
Pages 480
Word Count 250,000  
Rights Sold Albanian, Bulgarian, 
Catalan, Czech, Danish, Dutch,  
English, Finnish, French,  
German, Hungarian, Italian,  
Latvian, Lithuanian, Polish,  
Slovenian, Spanish
Previous Translations Croatian, 
Estonian, Hebrew, Greek,  
Norwegian, Portuguese,  
Romanian, Slovak 



14

Bird Diary
From January’s birdlife, which goes on the back burner during 
the bitterwinter cold to the melancholy autumn months when  
the migrating birds leave us for more southerly latitudes. Each 
season has its particular birds, annual cycle.

Here you can note down everything – day-to-day events that 
should not be forgotten, or hearing he first blackbird of the year.  
In addition, each week a bird species is presented with an attrac-
tive bird motif painted by Dan Zetterström, one of the finest  
bird illustrators in the world.

This is the ideal diary for anyone interested in nature, but  
also for people fascinated by birds. There are also weather 
symbols which make it easy to record each day’s weather and 
temperatures.

The Bird Diary has been published every year since 2013.  
With the beautiful illustrations and informative short texts  
about the birds, this diary has become greatly appreciated in 
many countries.
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April

ÅKT BERG­ 
OCHDALBANA 
I RÖDLISTAN
Hämplingen har åkt 
bergochdalbana i den  
svenska rödlistebedöm­
ningen. Från att ha an­
setts Livskraftig (2000)  
hamnade arten i katego­
rin Nära hotad (2005), 
för att sedan uppgrade­
ras till Sårbar (2010). 
Därefter har bestånden 
återhämtat sig en del  
och den har bedömts 
som Livskraftig  sedan 
2015. Enligt Svensk  
Fågeltaxering har hämp­
lingen gått kraftigt fram­
åt det senaste decenniet 
då den ökat med nästan 
60 procent. En förklaring 
är den ökade produk­
tionen av oljeväxter som  
raps och rybs som ger 
hämp lingen en stor 
mängd frön att leva på.  
I övrigt vill arten ha 
natur betesmarker med 
inslag av enar och andra 
buskar där den kan 
häcka.  
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Original Title Fågeldagbok 
Authors Dan Zetterström, Bill 
Zetterström, Niklas Aronsson 
Format 165 x 187 mm
Pages 160
Word Count 10,000  
Rights Sold Danish, Estonian, 
German
Previous Translation Dutch, 
Finnish, Norwegian

Authors
Dan Zetterström, is known as one 
of the foremost bird artists in the 
world and is an acknowledged field 
ornithologist. He has illustrated 
several books on birds and has tra
velled extensively to gathered first-
hand experience of virtually every 
species covered in The Bird Guide.

Bill Zetterström, is a field ornitho-
logist and one of Sweden’s leading 
bird illustrators.

Niklas Aronsson, is an experienced 
ornithologist and editor-in-chief of 
Vår Fågelvärld, the magazine of the 
Swedish Ornithological Society. 
Niklas has also appeard as an expert 
on ornithology in Swedish TV.
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Winter Birds
During the colder months of the year, we can get a better look  
at birds when they come into our gardens looking for food.  
By observing them through the kitchen window or from our 
favourite armchair by the fire we can get to know them, their 
behaviour, and their special characteristics.

This book is about the winter birds that gather around the bird 
table – from the cheeky blue tits and chattering tree sparrows  
to the messy nuthatches and the more restrained greenfinches  
– only to disappear at the first sight of a sparrowhawk. Winter 
Birds includes beautifully illustrated watercolour pictures and 
personally written texts about forty common species. Not only 
does Winter Birds help you to identify the birds, but it is also a book 
of personal observations, cultural history, and interesting facts.

hane hona

Hackspettar.indd   87 2015-11-23   16:12

Trastar2.indd   124 2015-11-23   17:06

Author 
Lars Jonsson, is an artist, writer, 
and ornithologist. His paintings are 
characterised by a passion for birds 
and their environments, an interest 
that has followed him since early 
childhood. He works mainly in the 
field, where he paints directly from 
the visual impressions, he gets by 
looking through binoculars. 

When Lars was only fifteen years  
old, he exhibited his paintings at  
the Swedish Museum of Natural 
History and achieved international 
recognition for his field manuals on 
birds. Since then, he has regularly  
shown his art in galleries and 

Original Title Vinterfåglar
Authors Lars Jonsson
Format 195 x 260 mm
Pages 192
Publication Date Augusti 2015
Rights Sold Danish, English, 
Finnish, German, Norwegian, 
Spanish
Previous Translations Dutch, 
Norwegian

museums in Sweden, Europe, and 
America. Lars holds a unique posi-
tion in Sweden and internationally 
as an author of field handbooks and 
an artistic interpreter of birds and 
nature. He has published 12 books.

In 2002, he became an honorary  
doctorate at the Faculty of History  
and Philosophy at Uppsala 
University.

Hackspettar.indd   96 2015-11-23   16:12

97

gråspett
Picus canus 

gråspetten är inte lika färgstark som gröngölingen, tonerna är 
mer återhållsamma och hela fågeln känns som om den berättade att 
vi nu förflyttats från de mellansvenska lövdungarna upp till Hälsing­
lands skogar och hyggen. Framförallt ansiktets teckning är väl skild 
från den senares. Den dominerande färgen på huvudet är grått, mus­
taschstrecket är smalt och enbart hanen har en röd panna, honan är 
färglös i ansiktet. Näbben är betydligt klenare och hela fågeln känns 
mer sober, mer välbalanserad. Uttrycket är lite trolskt, irisen är i va­
rierande grad ljus men fågeln verkar alltid rödögd som från långa 
nätter vid kolmilan. Den har ett tydligt »underbett«, eller ger ett så­
dant intryck då fjädrarna på strupen når långt ut under näbben. Bara 
i vissa vinklar lyser hanens röda sportkeps, ofta syns den föga. Över­
gumpen och bakryggen är ljusare gröngul men lyser inte på samma 
sätt som hos gröngölingen. När en fågel flyger känner man tydligt att 
arten är mindre och lättare, mer spolformad i kroppen.

Aspens bark 
När jag i början av juni satt i min ateljé på Gotland och skulle fram­
mana en närvarokänsla för arten sökte jag bland allsköns olika fo­
tografier i gamla tidskrifter och på nätet, förstås. Gråspetten är en 
regelbunden besökare till utlagd talg och är antagligen den mest 
frekventa spetten vid fågelmatningar efter den större hackspetten. 
Därför finns det massor av bra bilder av gråspett att studera.

Tidigare under året sökte jag upp den på välkända häckplatser i 
norra Uppland, men det resulterade enbart i rop från avlägsna fåglar 
och snabba intryck från flygande fåglar, skissboken förblev tom. Nu 

Hackspettar.indd   97 2015-11-23   16:12
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Bo Mossberg 
Bo Mossberg, b. 1935, is one of Sweden’s leading artists for plants, 
landscapes and botanical illustrations and aquarelles. Through 
the years Bo has published many books on field guides containing 
floras, bees, and mushrooms. He has previously provided all the 
illustrations for the highly praised and extremely successful book 
Flora of the Nordic Countries (1992) which was nominated for the  
August Prize, and the latest revised edition was published in 2018.

Flora of the Nordic  
Countries
Beautiful, highly acclaimed and a 
bestseller – that’s Flora of the Nordic 
Countries. This indispensable refe
rence book uses vibrant pictures 
and detailed texts to describe every 
old and new plant in Sweden, Den-
mark, Norway, Finland, the Faroe 
Islands, Iceland and Svalbard. Is 
ideal for beginners, plant hunters, 
conservationists and ecologists 
alike. Illustrated by Bo Mossberg 
and written by Lennart Stenberg in 
close collaboration with the leading 
Nordic botanists of our time, Flora 
of the Nordic Countries provides 
readers with information about 

the plants’ florescence, frequency, 
ecology, typical habitats, important 
characteristics and variations in 
appearance with regards to trunks, 
leaves, flowers and fruits. There 
are also maps that show the actual 
spread of the plants.

Back when this book was first 
published in 1992, it was consid- 
ered to be sensational. Nothing  
like it had ever been on the market 
and it soon sold to all the Nordic 
countries and became the flora 
book to own, use and give away to 
both professionals and the general 
public. 11 years later it was revised 
and given an extra 800 new species  
– resulting in a flora book that was 
even more beautiful and detailed 
than it was before.

New editions 2003, 2010 and the 
latest edition, from 2018, contains 
more updates in botany form recent 
years, DNA research and plant gene- 
tics. Flora of the Nordic Countries 
contains every known vascular 
plant (over 3 300 species).
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Lundvårlök

Luddvårlök 

Ängsvårlök

Dvärgvårlök Gagea minima 8–15 cm. April–maj. Ganska vanlig på öppen, frisk, 
näringsrik mark. Betesmark, kulturmarkshällar i tunn jord, kyrkogårdar, lövbryn, 
grusgångar, rabatter. Stjälk späd och skör. Basalblad ensamt, gulgrönt, 1–2 mm 
brett, platt eller svagt rännformigt, med syllik spets. 2–5(–7) blommor på tunna, 
oliklånga skaft. 1–2 stödblad, kortare än blomsamlingen. Kalkblad lansettlika,  
spetsiga, utsvängda, håriga vid basen. Kapsel äggrund.
Ängsvårlök Gagea pratensis 5–20 cm. April–maj. Ganska sällsynt på öppen, frisk 
mullrik ler- eller sandjord. Parker, kyrkogårdar, trädgårdar, gräsvallar, åkerrenar, 
kustbranter. Ibland i utbredda sterila bestånd. (2–)3 lökar samman varav 2 vitaktiga 
och utstående. 1–2 grågröna blad, 3–6 mm breda, rännformiga ända till spetsen. 
Ofta vinröd vid markytan. 2–3 blommor och 2–3 stödblad som är längre än blom- 
samlingen. Kalkblad spetsiga. Märke gult.
Lundvårlök Gagea spathacea 10–20 cm. April–maj. Ganska vanlig på frisk–fuktig, 
halvskuggig, näringsrik mull. Lövskogar, lundar, sumpskogar, källdrag, bryn. Lök vid 
blomningen med många smålökar. Kal. Två basalblad, ihåliga, linjära, 1–1,5 mm 
breda. Stjälk med ett 3–6 mm brett, omslutande stödblad under de 1–5 blommorna, 
samt ett par korta, trinda stödblad, som ej når över blommorna. Kalkblad 10–12 mm, 
mättat gula, mot spetsen korta och breda, inåtböjda.
Luddvårlök Gagea villosa 8–15 cm. Mars–april. Mycket sällsynt på ganska 
torr, öppen, näringsrik mullrik jord, växer ofta intill lövträd. Parkrabatter, kyrko- 
gårdar, åkrar, stigar. Stjälk nertill fint och tätt hårig. 2 långa linjära basalblad, rent 
gröna, fint fårade, 1–2 mm breda. Stjälk med 3–4 kanthåriga stödblad och 3–12 
blommor i flocklik samling. Blomskaft fint silverludna. Kalkblad 13–15 mm, ofta  
med finhårig utsida.
Vildtulpan Tulipa sylvestris 10–40 cm. Maj–juni. Sällsynt. Parker, gamla åkrar, 
vägrenar. Lökar små, ibland med utlöpare. Ofta i ej blommande, täta bestånd. 2–3 
blågröna blad, lika vårlök, men större, bredare, rännformiga och spetsiga. Stjälk 
grågrön, ej rakt uppstående. Blomma 5–6 cm bred, klargul, med spetsiga kalkblad, 
väldoftande, i knopp lutande. Inre kalkblad smala. 3 märken. Ståndarsträngar håri-
ga nertill. Kapsel rundad.
Kungsängslilja Fritillaria meleagris 15–30 cm. Maj. Sällsynt naturaliserad på 
frisk–fuktig, näringsrik mark. Fuktängar, parker, diken, utkast. Stjälk ogrenad, med 
3–6 matt grågröna, 5–8 mm breda blad. Blomma ensam, 3–4 cm bred, överhäng-
ande, rutigt purpurröd eller gräddvit, med nektar. Ståndare med 6 mm långa, gula 
knappar. Stift blekgrönt, med 3 gulspetsade märkesflikar. Kapsel 12–15 mm, upp-
rätt, 6-kantig. Luktar katturin. Från Centraleuropa, Ryssland. 
Brandlilja Lilium bulbiferum 40–100 cm. Juni–juli. Ganska vanlig, förvildad på  
öppen, frisk mullmark. Parker, torpplatser, bryn, vägkanter. Stjälk upprätt, med många  
lansettlika, strödda, kanthåriga blad. Ofta med svarta groddknoppar i de övre blad-
vecken. 1–5 stora blommor i flocklik ställning, 6–8 cm långa, orange, svartprickiga. 
Stift långt, med 3-flikigt märke. Två former förekommer. Vanlig brandlilja har 
groddknoppar i bladvecken och rödorange blommor. Saffranslilja saknar grodd-
knoppar och har gulorange blommor.
Krollilja Lilium martagon 40–150 cm. Juni–juli. Ganska vanlig naturaliserad eller  
förvildad på frisk, skuggad, rik mark. Slottsparker, lövskogar, bryn, alléer, ödetomter, 
utkast. Utan groddknoppar. Stjälk grov, trind, violett eller grön, kal eller hårig. Blad 
mörkgröna, omvänt lansettlika, spetsiga, nertill i kransar, upptill strödda. 5–10 
(–20) blommor, hängande, violetta eller mörkröda (sällan vita), med mörka fläckar. Kalk-
blad 3–4 cm, bakåtböjda. Kapsel omvänt äggrund. Från Mellaneuropa, västra Asien. 
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Swedish Field Flora
Handy, acclaimed and comprehen
sive. Swedish Field Flora is based on 
Flora of the Nordic Countries and 
was first published in 2006, with the 
latest revised edition in 2021. This 
pocket-sized handbook takes you 
into the woods and fields to teach 
you more about the world of flowers!  
It includes over 1 000 different 
plants, described in vivid pictures, 
with accurate text and up-to-date 
distribution maps. It is aimed at 
beginners and plant hunters, con-
servationists and ecologists.

Each spread is carefully planned,  
with the illustrations created in 
the plants’ natural environment. 

Swedish Field Flora contains infor-
mation about the plant’s variety, size, 
flowering time, frequency, ecology, 
typical plant locations and impor-
tant characteristics. It has deter-
mination keys and the latest and 
currently valid species names. The 
book also considers recent decades 
of DNA research on the relatedness 
of different plant families.

Orchids of Europe
Orchids are beautiful, rare and 
much loved. This richly illustrated, 
factfilled and appealing presenta
tion of Europe’s wild orchids is the 
result of a collaboration between 
two prominent experts: the illustra-
tor Bo Mossberg and the author, 
botanist and professor Henrik 
Aerenlund Pedersen. 

The book presents 215 species 
and subspecies, all beautifully illu
strated in watercolour drawings. 
Orchids of Europe is an indispen
sable book for anyone interested in 
plants and nature. Not only is it a 
useful field handbook and reference 
guide, it is also a beautiful art book.

Original Title Svensk Fältflora
Authors Bo Mossberg, Lennart 
Stenberg
Format 129 x 195 mm
Pages 320
Publication Date April 2021
Rights Sold Danish, Norwegian

Original Title Nordens Flora
Authors Bo Mossberg, Lennart 
Stenberg
Format 176 x 270 mm
Pages 928
Publication Date June 2018
Rights Sold Danish, Norwegian

Original Title Orkidéer i Europa
Authors Bo Mossberg, Lennart 
Stenberg
Format 215 x 280 mm
Pages 208
Publication Date May 2017
Rights Sold Danish, Dutch,  
English, French, German



Children’s
Books
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Maria Gripe
Maria Gripe was born in 1923 in Vaxholm and moved to Örebro at 
the age of six. She made her literary breakthrough with the three 
books about Hugo and Josefin in the 1960s. During the same 
period she wrote Pappa Pellerin’s Daughter, a contemporary novel 
about a lonely, headstrong girl. After the poetic and atmospheric 
tales The Glassblower’s Children, In the Time of the Bells and  
The Land Beyond, she returned to reality in the 1970s with the 
five Elvis books. The series feature a serious-minded boy who 
became a classic figure in Swedish children’s literature, unforget-
tably interpreted in Harald Gripe’s illustrations. In the 80s came 
what was perhaps her best known and most loved books: The Dung  
Beetle Flies at Dusk and Agnes Cecilia, as well as the four books in 
the Shadow series.

Maria Gripe has received a number of awards and prizes for her  
work, both in Sweden and abroad. 

Agnes Cecilia
Maria Gripe’s Agnes Cecilia is one 
of the most classic and widely read 
Swedish young adult novels. A ghost 
story that is just as eerie today as 
when it was first published.

Nora has a creeping feeling of 
something inexplicable, of someone 
suddenly standing behind her. 
When did she first get that feeling? 
Nora doesn’t know. The mysterious 
footsteps that can be heard in the 
apartment, the strange phone calls, 
the sad doll, and the walks to the 
garden of the deserted house where 
her dog Ludde pulls her as soon as 
they go out – what does it all mean? 
Ever so slowly, she begins to realise 
that someone outside of time and 
space may be reaching out ...

The Dor Beetle Flies at Dusk
When Jonas, Annika, and David are 
watering flowers at the Selander 
farm, they find old letters sent to an  
Emelie who lived in the 18th centu- 
ry. The letters mention a three-
thousand-year-old Egyptian statue 
in Ringaryd, where they live. Does it 
still exist and, if so, where? On a rec
ording on one of Jonas’ tapes, whis-
pers can be heard that lead them  
closer to the statue. Other strange 
things happen, too – like calls from 
an old lady who wants to play chess 
on the phone; who is she? 

What shapes the course of his
tory? Chance, will, or something 
else? This is the amazing story of a 
group of kids in Ringaryd, Småland. 
And how two seemingly random 
events cause the past to be reopened 
and finally revealed.

The Shadow on the  
Stone Bench
The Shadow series by Maria Gripe 
is set in Sweden in the 1910s. It 
centres on the friendship that the 
upper-middle-class girl Berta deve-
lops with her family’s maid Carolin. 
Carolin seems to be hiding many 
secrets she doesn’t like to reveal  
– is she really who she claims to be?

“First Carolin showed me the 
photograph, then she suddenly 
changed her mind and put it away. 
But I caught sight of a dark shadow 
falling diagonally across the picture. 
Carolin had wondered about the 
shadow – whose it was. Invisible 
presences interested her the most, 
and she had spoken of the photo-
grapher as the one who is present 
in every image without being seen. 
This was typical of Carolin, this 
strange creature, who became our 

Agnes Cecilia 
Rights sold
Bulgarian, Danish, Icelandic, 
Norwegian, Simplified Chinese, 
Traditional Chinese, Ukrainian

Previous translations
Basque, Catalan, Galician,  
Italian, Lithuanian, Polish, 
Spanish

The Dung Beetle 
Flies at Dusk 
Rights sold
Catalan, Danish, Georgian,  
Galician, Italian, Norwegian, 
Simplified Chinese, Slovenian, 
Spanish

Previous translations
Estonian

The Shadow on  
the Stone Bench 
Rights sold
Finnish, Danish, Norwegian, 
Simplified Chinese

Previous translations
Lithuanian

new maid, and who was unlike any-
one we’d had before. Carolin, who  
wanted to be loved by everyone, and 
was – except possibly by Svea, our 
old housekeeper, who thought she 
was an inscrutable person, to say  
the least.
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Ulf Nilsson
Ulf Nilsson (1948–2021) was born in Helsingborg. His authorship 
has resulted in a broad and extensive production including every- 
thing from children’s books to novels.

His books are filled with humour, warmth, and imagination, 
often with a touch of irony. A theme that is consistently present 
throughout his books is the victory of Good over Bad, and he al
ways speaks in favour of children. 

In 1992 Ulf Nilsson began his biblical research at the University 
of Lund; not because he was a practising Christian but because 
he took an interest in the subject, and he found the biblical stories 
being the corner stones of our culture and concept of moral. Stories 
from the Bible are retold in many of his books, but in a new way.

Throughout the years Ulf Nilsson had many different pets, and 
he often used animals with human features as main characters. 
Many of his stories have also found other means of expression, 
such as opera, film, radio, children’s theatre, television and even 
as stamps. Together with illustrator Anna-Clara Tidholm, Ulf 
Nilsson won the most prestigious Swedish literary award 2002, 
the August Prize, for Goodbye, Mr Muffin.
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Goodbye Mr Muffin
Mr Muffin looks back on his life. 
Once he was a young, strong guinea 
pig who could carry a whole cucum-
ber, but now he is old, tired, and grey.  
He remembers and makes a little list:  
1 very wise and kind wife. 1 small 
blue house with its own mailbox.  
6 small furry children. Cuddles  
3 times a day. 728 whole cucumbers 
in a lifetime. And from time to time 
a letter in the mailbox. I’ve had a 
good life, better than most, thinks 
Mr Muffin. But one Wednesday, he 
suddenly gets a belly ache ...

Ulf Nilsson’s text is warm-
hearted and compassionate, and 
Anna-Clara Tidholm’s images are 
beautifully wistful. Together, they 
make picture book art and a story to 
read aloud for all ages. An adorable 
book about life, love, and death by 
two picture book giants.

When We Were Alone  
in the World
I’ve just learned to tell the time at 
nursery. Nine o’clock, ten o’clock, 
one o’clock. At three o’clock Daddy 
usually came to pick me up. But why  
didn’t he come? In the end I went 
home on my own. The door of our 
house was locked. I shouted for 
Mummy and Daddy. But they were 
gone, I worked out that they were 
dead. I sat down on the steps and 
cried. I wasn’t even six years old,  
and I was all alone in the world…

Once again Ulf Nilsson has 
written an existential, charming 
tale with an infallible sense of what 
it can be like to be a child. With his 
sensitive ear and a perspective that 
is always loyal to the child, he once 
again brings to life the world of child- 
hood. Eva Eriksson’s delicate, gentle  
illustrations perfectly reflect, under- 
line and complement the atmos
phere and tone of the text.

A poetic and timeless picture 
book about the fear of being alone.

Cheese for All Mice
“I’m a very small mouse, and I think 
I’m probably very unusual.

My mum realised this straight 
away when I was born. Unusual in 
several ways.

This is who I was: A little brown 
boy mouse with four black stripes 
on my back. “I” began at the two ears 
right at the top, carried on down my  
neck, curved over my stomach and  
ended down at my back feet. Every
thing in between was “me”. I had 
a little nose, a little neck, a little 
stomach, four little paws and two 
little big ears. Oh yes, and then there 
was a tail, of course. A little long tail. 
I felt at it and squeezed it. I pulled it. 
Is this my tail? Yes, it was my tail!”

Cheese For All Mice! is a wonder-
ful, philosophical and warm story 
about a a striped mouse. 

Goodbye Mr Muffin
Rights sold
German, Turkish, Simplified 
Chinese

Previous translations
English, Estornian, French, 
Polish, Vietnamese

When we Were Alone 
in the World
Rights sold
German, Hebrew, Spanish, 
Slovenian, Simplified Chinese, 
Traditional Chinese

Previous translations
Arabic, Danish, English,  
Estonian, Finnish, French,  
Korean, Turkish

Cheese for All Mice
Rights sold
Simplified Chinese

Previous translations
Korean
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Ulf Stark
Ulf Stark (1944–2021) was one of Sweden’s best-known authors. 
He has written something in the region of thirty books and has 
been translated into twenty-five languages. In everything Ulf 
has written he mixed high and low, the ordinary and the impres-
sive, with a joyful lack of respect. Often he wrote about his own 
childhood and about his father. Ulf Stark’s writings are many-
sided. He wrote everything from picture books to novels for young 
readers. He has reworked several of his books into film scripts and 
has been awarded many prestigious prices such as the August 
price, Deutsche Jugendliteraturpreis and also an Emmy for an 
original script for a Danish television series. Humour and courage 
to face life are words of the used about his books. 

“He wants to lure out dazzling life” was the headline of an 
interview with him. Ulf Stark was never sentimental. “I think 
grief has to be included so that the joy is clear” he has said.
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The Detective Boy
Rights sold
Dutch, Italian

Previous translations
Estonian, German

Can You Whistle, Johanna?
Rights sold
Albanian, English, Finnish,  
Korean, Polish, Japanese, 
Ukranian, Italian, Romanian, 
Slovakian, Simplified Chinese

Previous translations
Czech, Danish, Estonian, 
Finnish, French, German,  
Latvian, Macedonian, Portugese 
BZ, Traditional Chinese,  
Turkish, Ukranian

Tyra and the Great Thinker
All rights available

Previous translations
Arabic

The Detective Boy
A humorous, clever story where 
anyone who has ever played the 
detective will recognise themselves!

Suddenly there are private detec- 
tives everywhere in Stureby. But 
being a detective is not something 
for little boys or “clumsy clots”, 
according to Ulf’s brother and his 
friends. However, Ulf carries on 
dreaming about detective work and 
the fame and acclaim that go with it. 
Nothing is going to stop the smar-
test detective of them all, Detective 
Boy, even if he has to carry out the 
crime himself.

Detective Boy is an entertaining 
sequel to the critically acclaimed 
The Boy Who’s Got What It Takes 
and The Miracle Boy. It is a warm, 
easy-to-read story. The book is 
richly illustrated with Markus 
Majaluoma’s playful, imaginative 
and slightly crazy pictures, superbly 
highlighting both the humour and 
the seriousness in Ulf Stark’s text.

Can you Whistle, Johanna?
There are plenty of old men who 
would do as a grandfather at the 
retirement home, Ulf suggests, 
when Berra wonders why he doesn’t 
have one. They go there together to 
find one – ideally one who eats pig’s 
trotters, invites you to tea and who 
can teach you to whistle.

This is a sensitive book, a classic 
in many countries, about a friends-
hip between two boys and the man 
they adopt as grandfather.

The book received the presti
gious Deutscher Jugendliteratur-
preis in 1994 and the film based  
on the book is shown around 
Christmas every year on Swedish 
National TV.

Tyra and the Great Thinker
Tyra is a completely ordinary girl. 
And one completely ordinary eve-
ning she is sitting at home in the  
kitchen and slowly working her way  
through the maths sums because 
she has a maths test soon in school. 
She doesn’t like it when Dad stub
bornly says she must practise,  
practise, practise at doing her sums. 
When she slams the door of her room  
that evening, she is in a bad temper. 
But that bad mood is soon transfor-
med into one of pure amazement 
when a little man wearing an over-
coat and hat, but no bigger than a 
pear, suddenly appears just outside 
her window and taps on the glass.

This is the start of a remarkable 
and fantastic journey to the planet 
Klotus. An alien place where Tyra 
gets a friend, Prim, and has to outwit 
the revolting monstrostriches in  
the Cold Mountains that are threat
ening the population in the town  
of Globus.
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Birgitta Stenberg
Birgitta Stenberg was born 1932. She never completed high 
school but travelled for several years in southern Europe where 
she got inspiration, made connection and laid the foundation for 
her career as a writer. 1956 she made her debut with the novel 
Mikel och Poetez, a novel with very advanced form of narrative 
however her future books would contain a much more accessible 
style. In order to achieve this she needed to find out what she 
wanted from life, a path full of many twists and turns. She tried 
different art colonies and major European cities and was drawn 
into the lifestyle they offered. Her life was contained turbulent  
relationships, drugs, becoming both a catholic and communist 
and working for the CIA. Her salvation became a small island 
off the Swedish west coast. She there worked as a professional 
fisherman and wrote children’s books in her spare time. Sten- 
berg known as a writer of adult fiction, but has also captured the 
younger audience. Perhaps her most famous children’s books are 
the Billy books perfectly illustrated by Mati Lepp. Birgitta Sten-
berg passed away in August 2014.

Billy series
Rights sold
Estonian, Polish

Previous translations 
Simplified chinese, Finnish, 
Danish, Spanish

Billy and the Frog
When Billy and granny take a car 
trip to the country, something  
suddenly starts to move under the  
rug on the backseat! It’s angry 
Lotta who has run away from home. 
Lotta’s dad says she can stay for the 
weekend. One day they find a very 
special frog, and that is only the 
beginning of many surprises during 
this weekend.

Birgitta Stenberg’s and Marti 
Lepp’s twelfth illustrated book 
about Billy – charming everyday 
adventures for nursery school 
children.

Billy and the Strange Day
Billy dreams a fantastic dream 
where he is going around in the nice 
pedal car which he has seen in the 
toyshop’s window.

When he wakes up he remem-
bers that today is his birthday. Might 
a pedal car be in one of his presents? 
No … probably not. Or maybe there 
is a chance …

With his familiar style of 
drawing and naïve illustrations, 
Mati Lepp clearly highlights the 
contrasts within these strong 
feelings. As usual the colour scale is 
warm and bright, and the pictures 
are easy for children to identify 
with, both in the everyday environ-
ment and in the situations depicted.

Billy Is Angry
It doesn’t happen often, but like 
everybody else, Billy gets angry 
sometimes. This is the thirteenth 
book about Billy, and the first one 
where he’s really cross!

One day when Billy wakes up, 
everything is different: his teddy 
bear is lying on the floor, and the 
rain is pouring down the window. 
But the teddy bear doesn’t look at 
all sad. He’s smiling just the way he 
always does. Then Billy gets cross! 
The feeling is in his head and his in 
stomach, and suddenly he wants  
to shout out something nasty. His 
anger lasts all morning. Even when 
it stops raining and Billy goes out
side to meet cross Lotta and the 
others, he’s still angry.
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Jan Lööf
Jan Lööf was born in 1940 in Trollhättan and he works both as an 
artist and writer. He started drawing different kind of characters 
early in his life and graduated from Konstfack (University College  
of Arts, Crafts and Design). He got international success with  
the book The Story of the Red Apple (1974) and has kept on going 
since then.

The Story of the Red Apple
Rights sold
Arabic, Romanian, Simplified 
Chinese, Somali

Previous translations
Danish, Faroese, Galician,  
Norwegian, Polish, Spanish

Scrapyard Nisse 
Rights sold
Danish, Norwegian, Romanian, 
Simplified Chinese

Pelle Helps a Knight
Rights sold
Danish

Previous translations
Simplified Chinese

The Story of the Red Apple
Once upon a time there was a man 
in a striped suit that placed an apple 
in the window to let it ripen in the 
sun. But the apple fell onto his great 
grandmother’s head, who screamed, 
which scared the cat so much that 
it ran up the tree … We’re not going 
to tell you about all the things that 
went on to happen after that but  
you can rest assured that the red 
apple caused a lot of trouble in the 
little town.

Scrapyard Nisse
When his parents go on a trip, Kalle 
is lucky enough to get to stay with 
Uncle Nisse. Nisse is a scrap dealer 
and always has lots of gadgets and 
exciting things going on. This week, 
he will be converting an old barge 
into a paddle steamer. Then he is 
taking it on a trip to Africa to see the 
wild animals. With help from Kalle 
and his friend Kvarnsten, the paddle 
steamer comes together nicely, and 
they get to see lots of wild animals. 
But things don’t turn out quite as 
Scrapyard Nisse has planned. Kalle 
thinks it’s an unexpected and exci-
ting journey. An adventure – just as 
he had hoped!

Pelle Helps a Knight
Jan Lööf has written seven books 
about Pelle, from Pelle’s Flashlight  
to Pelle on His Planetary Journey.  
They have all been just as popular. 

Pelle is reading a book about 
knights and the Middle Ages. It  
seems to have been an exciting time  
– imagine being alive back then ... 
Soon Pelle’s imagination has 
whisked him off to a castle where 
a wretched old knight needs Pelle’s
help to defeat a dragon and free 
a princess.

The Pelle books are a sure-fire  
success and a safe bet for anyone 
looking for books for 2-to-5-year-
olds with an interest in things like 
vehicles, exciting and slightly scary 
animals, knights, and dragons. Pelle  
is also quite clever in tricky situa- 
tions solving practical problems that 
make others hang their heads and 
sigh in resignation.
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Eva Bexell
She never completed high Eva Bexell (b. 1945) is an author,  
journalist and daughter to a minister, which inspired her series 
about the naughty grandchildren of a minister, that today are 
seen as modern classics in Swedish children’s literature. Her 
debut, The Minister’s Naughty Grandchildren, came in 1976, with 
the consequtive titles Christmas with Grandfather in 1978 and 
Rise and shine, Grandfather in 1987, which became massive  
bestsellers and were broadcast on the radio for a large audience. 
She is the recipient of the BMF award (from the Bookstore 
Association) and the Emil Prize, which is an annual prize in 
Astrid Lindgren’s honor.

Bad Luck, Evert
All rights available

The Book About Grandpa 
and his Grandchildren
Rights sold 
Bulgarian

Previous translations
Georgian

Bad Luck, Evert 
First, Grandma talks too long on the  
phone. The curious Evert acciden-
tally swallows one of her hatpins, 
and they have to rush to the hospital.  
This misadventure turns into a good 
story when Evert ends up in hospital 
room number four with three other 
boys. Suddenly he is the centre of at-
tention, which makes Torsten in the 
next bed more and more annoyed. 
And one day, the newspaper wants 
to come and do a story ...

Eva Bexell’s funny books about  
Evert are beloved classics illustra
ted by Eva Eriksson with wonder-
fully humorous black-and-white 
pictures. Bad Luck, Evert was 
published in 1989 and takes place 
in a bygone era, when people still 
called each other Sir and Madam 
and adults wore hats! 

The Book About Grandpa 
and his Grandchildren
Every time Anton and his big brother  
Carl are to spend a few weeks with  
their grandparents, their old grand- 
father becomes a bit worried. He 
knows his grandchildren, what 
scamps they can be and what they 
can get up to. He likes it best when 
everything is tidy and in order, in 
other words when it’s really rather 
boring! But why should Anton and 
Carl care about that?

For example, Anton really wants 
his own dog and the little dachshund 
outside the post office will do just 
nicely. And those crayfish in the bath 
waiting to become dinner, they will 
make perfect playmates. Forget what 
grandfather thinks!

This is a collector’s edition that  
contains three titles about grandpa 

and his grandchildren. With 
 incredible spot-on humour and 
sensitivity, Eva Bexell recounts 
what happens when the whole 
family gets together.
“The children’s happiness is limit-
less, the anger irrational and the 
sorrow endless. And I want to tell 
about this joy and sorrow”, said the 
author when the books were first 
published forty years ago.






